September 19, 2016

Jon Arntz

Director,

San Francisco Elections Department


It has come to our attention that during the June 2016 primary election, there were stickers of footprints placed on the floor of the basement in City Hall leading to the polling area where voters were able to cast ballots in the election (see attached sheet with photo from Aug. 14, 2016 San Francisco Examiner, page 10).


I had hoped to speak with you directly about this prior to our filing this complaint, but you have not returned my phone calls, despite a message left on your voicemail and orally with Elections Department staff who took my calls, requesting a call-back.


As can be seen in the Examiner photo, the right footprints are all red, and the left footprints all blue. This clearly corresponds to the well-known association of the color red with the Republican Party, generally recognized as being on the “right” side of the political spectrum, and the color blue with the Democrat Party, generally recognized as being on the “left” side of the political spectrum. That such a left/right color scheme could have been accidental defies common sense.


The problem, obviously, is that the electorate does not consist only of Republicans and Democrats. Many San Francisco voters are registered independents who decline to affiliate with any party, and some are registered with alternative parties such as the Libertarian Party and the Green Party.


The placement of these footprints sent residents voting in City Hall a subtle message to think about the election in right vs. left, Republican vs. Democrat, terms, and thus constituted discrimination against San Francisco voters who support neither the left nor the right faction of the dominant two-party cartel. It further constituted, I believe, an illegal form of electioneering in the vicinity of a polling place. 


Unfortunately there is little to be done now about any biasing impact this may have had on the election results. Our chief concern is to ensure that these footprint stickers or other subtle messaging to influence voters not be placed in future elections, including the upcoming presidential election scheduled for November 8. 


Your written response addressing how this occurred, and what steps the Elections Department will take to ensure that nothing similar happens again, is kindly requested. 

Sincerely,

Starchild

Outreach Director, 

On behalf of the Libertarian Party of San Francisco

cc: San Francisco Ethics Commission

members of various media organizations

